Catholic Parishes of
St. Andrew’s Malabar & St. Agnes’ Matraville

Parish Priest: Fr John M. Knight KCHS

6 Prince Edward St Malabar 509 Bunnerong Rd Matraville
Ph: 9311 2062 Ph: 9311 1909
standrewmal@gmail.com stagnesmatra@bigpond.com

www.standrewsmalabar.org.au
Ollice hours: Tues, Wed & Fri 8.30am - 2.30pm
Parish Sccrclary: Julic Lippmann
Secretarial Support: Julie Wnight
SUNDAY MASSES
Malabar

Vigil Sat. 5pm  Sunday 9am
Weekday Masses: 9.10am Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat

www.stagnesmatraville.org.au
Office located at 6 Prince Edward St Malabar
Ollice hours: Tues & Wed 9.30am - 4.30pm
Parish Sccretary: Yvonne Larssen
SUNDAY MASSES
Matraville

Vigil Sat. 5.30pm  Sunday 10am
‘Weekday Masses: 7 am Tues, Wed, Fn

RECONCILIATION: 9.10am Thurs
Sat 4.30 - 4.45pm RECONCILIATION:
Also available by appointment. Sat. 5pm - 5.15pm
School: 9311 1203 Also available by appointment

School: 9311 1995

A4TH SUNDAY OF LENT

Go Make Disciples,
The Mission Plan for the Archdiocese of Sydney
Please pray for the Faithful Departed:
Recently deceased: Bishop Bede Heather (first Bishop of Paramatta),
Sr. Maureen (Brian) Brazel, Braidy North-Flanagan & Marika Gubacsi.
Anniversary: Isabel Hayson, Michael Gubasci, Terry McGuiness, Troy Perey,
Connie Silvio, & Graham Twitchings.

—

Please try to download the Service NSW app so that your phone can scan the QR Code

St Agnes’ and St Andrew’s are registered as COVID Safe
Those who are unwell or at high risk are asked not attend.
Please observe signs on the pews.
Please keep the physical distance of 1.5 metres (2 arms lengths) at all times.
When coming to Holy Communion or placing your donation,
please form one line & keep to the centre of the aisle and go back along the side aisles

Sydney Eastern Deanery presents Act1v8 —a fun online event for under 18 year olds,
Fri, 19 March, at 7pm. Please contact Janice on 0414 188 682 for further enquiries. To register,
email your name, if you under 18, and a mobile number to easterndeanerysydney(@gmail.com

From my desk

Greetings one and all, as we mark the halfway point in our Lenten journey 2021,
Laetare Sunday-Rejoice Sunday. What a different world we are living in, compared to
12 months ago, as a result, our world has changed forever in some areas of life
following this pandemic. What we will celebrate in a few weeks time: the Passion,
Death and Resurrection of Jesus, which changed our world and ourselves forever.
Jesus Christ the anointed one, overcame sin and death by God the Father, raising Jesus
from the dead. Through our baptism we receive the Holy Spirit and we can call God our
Father and Jesus our brother and have the ability to enter eternal life forever, in peace
& joy at the end of this life.

Congratulations to our 95 candidates from St Agnes & St Andrew’s parishes attending
our State and Catholic Schools, who received their 1st Reconciliation and to their
parents and all who prepared them.

It was a wonderful celebration! Thank you all.

This Wednesday 17 March at 7pm all are invited (St Agnes and St Andrew’s Parishes) to
St Andrew’s Church for the 2nd Rite of Reconciliation. | would encourage you to all
come and be reconciled and prepare yourself for the Easter celebrations.

Just for your information, quotes are been sought to have St Agnes’ front and eves of
the Church painted, together with waterproofing of the front gable of the Church. At 5t
Andrew we are commencing to repair the windows of the Church, so they can be open
and closed properly, some don’t even open. It is hoped that in time the lights in both
churches will by LED lights, to make it brighter and not as expensive to run and will
reduce our carbon footprint.

God bless you all,

Fr John

OPEN DAYS/TWIGHLIGHT EVENINGS

St Agnes’ Primary School Matraville, Wed, 17 March (9-10:30am/5-6.30pm)
St Andrew’s Primary School Malabar, Tues 16 March (4-5.30pm)
Champagnat College Pagewood, Wed, 24 March (3-6.30pm)

Our Lady of Sacred Heart Kensington, Wed, 17 March (3-6pm)

[

Stations of the Cross will be on Fridays of Lent at 7pm (both parishes).

J ,Ester Colouring Books and Cards available in Piety Stall ($3.50).

PROJECT COMPASSION .
enables us to observe Lent in a practical way =
by supporting Caritas’s work among L 4 Caritas Australia

THE CATHOLIC AGENCY FOR OVERSEAS AID AND DEVELOPMENT

the needy people of the world.

Choir Practice for Easter Triduim at Malabar Tues, 23 March, 7pm, in the church.
New singers welcome.

EASTER ROSTER for Holy Thursday, Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday, in the Annexe




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn3:16
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! /
God loved the world so much, he gave us
his only Son, / that all who believe in him
might have eternal life. / Glory and praise
to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

GOSPEL Jn3:14-21
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

God sent liis Son into the world that e might be
saved through him.

Jesus said to Nicodemus:

“The Son of Man must be lifted up as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the desert, so that
everyone who believes may have eternal life in
him. Yes, God loved the world so much that he
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him may not be lost but may have eternal
life. For God sent his Son into the world not
to condemn the world, but so that through him
the world might be saved. No one who believes
in him will be condemned; but whoever refuses
to believe is condemned already, because he has
refused to believe in the name of God’s only
Son. On these grounds is sentence pronounced:
that though the light has come into the world
men have shown they prefer darkness (o the
light because their deeds were evil. And indeed,
everybody who does wrong hates the light and
avoids it, for fear his aclions should be exposed;
but the man who lives by the truth comes out
into the light, so that it may be plainly seen that
what he does is done in God.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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LOVING IS GIVING
Some years ago, a voung married man asked
me to try and put the story of the Scriptures
into a sentence or two. My reply was that the
story that the Scriptures tell is a love story,
a love that always provides us with a new
bcginning, especially when we least deserve
or expect it. He then exclaimed; ‘There vou
are, why did vou have to bring sin into it?’
I took his point about the need to be positive,
but the Scriptures teach that a reality we
can’t seem to avoid is that our choices are not

always what they might be.

The point I was trying to make was that God
does not avoid us, even if we cannot seem
to avoid sin. The frst reading is a classic
example of a new and unexpected life offered
to the people of Israel in the midst of exile.
The Chronicler has no doubts that the exile
was fully deserved. The wonder is that there
is another opportunity at alll The Gospel
passage could not state it more beautifully:
‘God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son’. God’s will for us is always that we come
into the fullness of life. While we may fear
God’s judgement, the real judgement to fear
is the one that we make ourselves. Paul speaks
of each of us as a work of art. The challenge
ol Lent is: What kind of work of art do we

wish to be?

Christopher Monaghan CP

=

FourTtH SUNDAY OF LENT/ B

FIRST READING 2 Chron 36: 14-16, 19-23
A reading from the second book of Chronicles.
The wrath wnd the merey of the Lord are revealed in
the exile and liberation of his people.

All the heads of the priesthood, and the people
too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all the
shameful practices of the nations and defiling
the Temple that the Lord had consecrated for
himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of
their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger
after messenger, since he wished to spare his
people and his house. But they ridiculed the
messengers of God, they despised his words,
they laughed at his prophets, until at last the
wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people
that there was no further remedy.

Their enemies burned down the Temple of
God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set
fire to all its palaces, and destroyed everything
of value in it. The survivors were deported by
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve
him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia
came to power. This is how the word of the Lord
was [ulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah,
‘Until this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest,
undil sevenly years have gone by, it will keep
sabbath throughout the days of its desolation.’

And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia,
to fulfil the word of the Lord that was spoken
through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit
of Cyrus king of Persia to issuc a proclamation
and to have it publicly displayed throughout
his kingdom: “Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia,
“The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me
to build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah,
Whoever there is among you of all his people,
may his God be with him! Let him goup.”’

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 136. R. v. 6
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever
forget you!

THE SAVING WORD

14 MarcH 2021

1. By the rivers of Babylon / there we sat and
wept, / remembering Zion: / on the poplars
that grew there / we hung our harps.  R.

2. For it was there that they asked us, / our
captors, for songs, / our oppressors, [or joy. / ‘Sing
to us,’ they said, / ‘one of Zion’s songs.” R.

3. O how could we sing / the song of

the Lord / on alien soil? / If | forget you,
Jerusalem, / let my right hand wither! R.

4. O let my tonguc / cleave to my mouth /if [
remember you not, / if I prize not Jerusalem /
above all my joys! R,

SECOND READING Eph 2: 4-10
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Ephesians.

Wihen we were dead through sins, he brought us to life.
God loved us with so much love that he was
gencerous with his mercy: when we were dead
through our sins, he brought us to life with
Christ — it is through grace that vou have been
saved — and raised us up with him and gave us a
place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.

This was to show for all ages to come, through
his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how
infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by
grace that you have been saved, through [aith;
not by anything of your own, but by a gifl from
God; not by anything that you have done, so
that nobody can claim the credit. We are God's
work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the
good life as from the beginning he has meant
us to live it

, The word of the Lord.



