GOSPEL Lk 6: 17, 20-26
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!

Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped
at a piece of level ground where there was a
large gathering of his disciples with a great
crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and
from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of
Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear him and
to be cured of their diseases.

Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said:

‘How happy are you who are poor; yours is

the kingdom of God.

Happy you who are hungry now: you shall

be satisfied.

Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.

‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive
you out, abuse you, denounce your name as
criminal, on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice
when that day comes and dance for joy, for then
your reward will be great in heaven. This was
the way their ancestors treated the prophets.

‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having
your consolation now.

Alas for you who have your fill now: you

shall go hungry.

Alas for you who laugh now: you shall

mourn and weep.

‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of
you! This was the way their ancestors treated
the false prophets.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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FAITH IN OUR RESURRECTION
All of us search for the path that leads to life

and this search calls us to make decisions.
Which path should we choose? Where are we
to find the wellsprings that will give us living
water? Jeremiah places the two paths before
us by contrasting the shrub that dies in the
desert with the tree that is planted by water.
In a similar fashion, Jesus places two options
before his listeners in the beatitudes and the
woes. God’s ways are often not ours and the
path that leads to the living God may be
marked by difficulty and persecution.

As far as Paul was concerned some of the
Corinthian Christians had taken the wrong
path because they did not understand that
bodily resurrection is an essential element
of Christian belief. Some of them had come
to the mistaken belief that a consequence
of their baptism was that they were already
in their glorified bodies. Paul sets out to
shock the Corinthians by showing them the
consequences and inherent dangers of their
point of view. He knew that our present body
must be changed into a glorified one at the
resurrection of the dead. How could he bring
them to see the error of their point of view?
He bases his argument upon the fact that just
as Jesus’ body was glorified at his resurrection,
so it will be with those who follow him. Jesus
is to be seen as the first fruits of a harvest that

is to come at the fullness of time.

Christopher Monaghan CP
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SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / C

FIRST READING Jer 17:5-8
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.
A curse on those who trust in humanity; a blessing

on those who trust in the Lord.
The Lord says this:

‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in
man,

who relies on things of flesh,

whose heart turns from the Lord.

He is like dry scrub in the wastelands:

if good comes, he has no eyes for it,

he settles in the parched places of the
wilderness,

a salt land, uninhabited.

‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in
the Lord,

with the Lord for his hope.

He is like a tree by the waterside

that thrusts its roots to the stream:

when the heat comes it feels no alarm,

its foliage stays green;

it has no worries in a year of drought,

and never ceases to bear fruit.’

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 1:1-4.R. Ps 39: 5
R. Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

1. Happy indeed is the man / who follows
not the counsel of the wicked; / nor lingers in
the way of sinners / nor sits in the company
of scorners, / but whose delight is the law of
the Lord / and who ponders his law day and
night. R.

2. He is like a tree that is planted / beside the
flowing waters, / that yields its fruit in due
season / and whose leaves shall never fade; /
and all that he does shall prosper. R.

3. Not so are the wicked, not so! / For they
like winnowed chaff / shall be driven away by
the wind. / For the Lord guards the way of
the just / but the way of the wicked leads to
doom. R.

THE SAVING WORD
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SECOND READING

1 Cor 15: 12, 16-20
A reading from the first letter of St Paul
to the Corinthians.
If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is in
vain.
If Christ raised from the dead is what has been
preached, how can some of you be saying that
there is no resurrection of the dead? For if the
dead are not raised, Christ has not been raised,
and if Christ has not been raised, you are still
in your sins. And what is more serious, all who
have died in Christ have perished. If our hope
in Christ has been for this life only, we are the
most unfortunate of all people.

But Christ has in fact been raised from the
dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen
asleep.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Rejoice and be glad;

your reward will be great in heaven.
Alleluia!

Lk 6: 23
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THE 6th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Go Make Disciples,
The Mission Plan for the Archdiocese of Sydney

Please pray for the Faithful Departed:

Recently deceased: Mary Deans, Pat Parker, Carmen Grima, Jason Leung, Rev Penisimani

Folaumoetu’, Rev John Snehadass Kuzhithadam, Gloria Fisher (Archbishop Fisher’s mother), and

all who have died from the Covid-19 Virus.
Deceased: Agnes Brisbane.

Anniversary: John London, Salvina Aquilina, Maria Bultigiy, Alf Martin, Fr Chris Watt, Christopher

Jones, Alan Jones, Neil Cussen, Carmel Donovan, Alex Lawes, Patrick Sargent, Jye Orel

Mary Hemelda Kandur, Candice Basheer, Euricyles Jordao, Helena De Aravajo, Merita Alves, and

Carlota De Aravjo,

The Sick: Fran Evans, Fr Paul, Ernie Ross. Pray for the sick, the dying, poor and homeless in our

parishes. and those suffering from Covid.

Where will Fr John be celebrating Masses next weekend?

Saturday, 19, February 5.00pm — St Andrew’s Livestreaming %
. 4

Sunday, 20 February, 10am at St Agnes’

Please scan the QR Code to watch on YouTube
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From my desk.
Greeting to all parishioners, friends and visitors of our Twinned Catholic Parishes of St
Andrew’s and St Agnes Malabar-Matraville.

We continue to move forward into our Ordinary Time of the Church’s year, that will be
interrupted by Lent, which begins with Ash Wednesday. Ash Wednesday is Wednesday

2"d March. Did you wonder where the ashes for Ash Wednesday come from? Burnt Palm
Sunday Palms. So, we need all your old dusty palms that you placed behind holy pictures or
crucifixes at home, you don’t throw them out, they are HOLY PALMS! So, there are containers
at the entrances of our Churches to collect your old palms—Many thanks.

At both our Twinned Catholic Parishes of St Andrew’s and St Agnes, you will find at the
entrance of the Churches, a multi coloured Church Calendar in concentric circles with all the
Seasons and Feasts of the Church’s Year. Go and have a look and you can see how our
Church’s Year is broken up; it is very informative!

Let’s not forget Pere Receveur (15t Catholic and Catholic Priest burial in Australia) Annual
Mass, at his grave site at La Perouse next Sunday 20" February at 11am, followed by
Sausage Sizzle. Thanks to our generous sponsors; Randwick Council, Seaside Lions and
Friends of La Perouse Museum.

Do you have newspapers in your homes, each day? Do you watch the news each night on
television, or some other medium? Where do you get your Catholic news??? The Catholic
Weekly is a good source of Catholic news. It is only $2 a week less than a coffee, so don’t
forget to buy a copy at the entrances of our churches.

Keep safe and well God bless you all and, know that | pray for you all.
Fr John

PERE RECEVEUR MASS AT LA PEROUSE
TR, SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY at 11am
i This Mass is celebrated annually near the grave of
Fr Receveur who died at Botany Bay on 17" February 1788.
He was a priest and scientist with the La Perouse expedition.
He may have been the first Catholic priest in Australia
Everyone is invited to this outdoor Mass
Marquee, sound system and transportation of equipment provided courtesy
of Randwick City Council, Sausage Sizzle provided by Seaside Lions and
refreshments by Friends of La Perouse Museum.

Palms for Ash Wednesday 2rd March
Please bring palms from last year to be burned for Ash Wednesday

COVID SAFETY: Please ensure you sign in, and sit 1.5m from those not from the same household, do
not touch statues, and take bulletins with you instead of returning bulletins to the receptacle.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the
police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding
and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or afeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your
Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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