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Batch 64

Christopher Monaghan CP

FIRST READING 2 Kings 5:14-17

A reading from the second book of the Kings

Naaman returned to Elisha, the prophet, and 

acknowledged the Lord.

Naaman the leper went down and immersed 

himself seven times in the Jordan, as Elisha had 

told him to do. And his flesh became clean once 

more like the flesh of a little child.

 Returning to Elisha with his whole escort, he 
went in and stood before him. ‘Now I know’ 
he said ‘that there is no God in all the earth 
except in Israel. Now, please, accept a present 
from your servant.’ But Elisha replied, ‘As the 
Lord lives, whom I serve, I will accept nothing.’ 
Naaman pressed him to accept, but he refused. 
Then Naaman said, ‘Since your answer is “No,” 
allow your servant to be given as much earth as 
two mules may carry, because your servant will 
no longer offer holocaust or sacrifice to any god 
except the Lord.’

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 97:1-4. R. cf. v. 2

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations 

his saving power.

1. Sing a new song to the Lord / for he has 

worked wonders. / His right hand and his holy 

arm / have brought salvation. R.

2. The Lord has made known his salvation; / 

has shown his justice to the nations. / He has 

remembered his truth and love / for the house 

of Israel. R.

3. All the ends of the earth have seen / the 

salvation of our God. / Shout to the Lord all 

the earth, / ring out your joy. R.

SECOND READING 2 Tim 2:8-13

A reading from the second letter of St Paul  
to Timothy

If we hold firm, we shall reign with Christ.

Remember the Good News that I carry, ‘Jesus 
Christ risen from the dead, sprung from the 
race of David’; it is on account of this that I 
have my own hardships to bear, even to being 
chained like a criminal – but they cannot chain 
up God’s news. So I bear it all for the sake of 
those who are chosen, so that in the end they 
may have the salvation that is in Christ Jesus 
and the eternal glory that comes with it.

 Here is a saying that you can rely on:

 If we have died with him, then we shall live 
with him.

 If we hold firm, then we shall reign with 
him.

 If we disown him, then he will disown us.
 We may be unfaithful, but he is always 

faithful,
 for he cannot disown his own self.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Thess 5:18 

Alleluia, alleluia!

For all things give thanks to God,

because this is what he expects of you in 
Christ Jesus.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 17:11-19

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke. 

It seems that no one has returned to give thanks to 
God except this foreigner.

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus travelled along 
the border between Samaria and Galilee. As he 
entered one of the villages, ten lepers came to 
meet him. They stood some way off and called 
to him, ‘Jesus! Master! Take pity on us.’ When 
he saw them he said, ‘Go and show yourselves 
to the priests.’ Now as they were going away 
they were cleansed. Finding himself cured, one 
of them turned back praising God at the top of 
his voice and threw himself at the feet of Jesus 
and thanked him. The man was a Samaritan. 
This made Jesus say, ‘Were not all ten made 
clean? The other nine, where are they? It seems 
that no one has come back to give praise to 
God, except this foreigner.’ And he said to the 
man, ‘Stand up and go on your way. Your faith 
has saved you.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

WORD OF GOD CANNOT BE CHAINED

While the people of Israel rejoiced in the 

unique call they had received, their experience 

of the world taught them that people of 

goodwill and faith could be found in other 

places and cultures. Called to be a light to 

the nations they knew that sometimes it was 

others who were light to them. Naaman the 

Syrian general was prepared to risk trusting 

the word of his wife’s Israelite servant in order 

to be healed of leprosy. He had come to Elisha 

with gifts to ensure he would be healed but he 

leaves not only healed but richer in faith.

In a similar vein, it is a heretical Jew, a 

Samaritan, who has the eyes to see what the 

living God is offering in Jesus. He alone has 

the openness of heart to give thanks for the 

precious gift he has received through regaining 

his health. All the lepers were healed but only 

one has been saved. The outsider is the one 

who has been saved by means of his faith.

The letter to Timothy reflects on the fact that 

the Good News cannot be chained or confined. 

Even though Paul and other early Christian 

missionaries experienced opposition, hardship 

and imprisonment for the sake of the Gospel, 

they knew that their efforts were not in vain. 

The message of Jesus was not to be confined to 

Israel and Timothy is encouraged not to lose 

heart because being immersed in the death of 

Jesus and in his sufferings means sharing in 

his resurrected life as well.
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Principal: Mr Phil Tax 
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War Memorial Church 
509 Bunnerong Road, Matraville 
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Syro-Malabar Rite: 1st Sunday; 5pm 
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Greetings to all parishioners and visitors of St Andrew &            
St Agnes Twinned Catholic Parishes, Malabar — Matraville.  
As we conclude our third term holidays my thoughts go to the 
homes our Higher School Certificate students. It has been two 
years of disruptions with Covid lockdowns, maybe infected by 
the virus, and school classes via Zoom together with all other 
matters of not connecting with mates. Our thoughts and 

prayers go to the students and their families who have endured this journey in its 
unique ebbs and wanes of life. I hope that our students read in last week’s bulletin 
about my comment of praying to St Joseph of Cupertino as a great saint to pray to 
before exams. Look at our parish websites for the prayer. St Joseph of Cupertino 
we pray for our HSC students in their examinations. Amen. 
 It is always sad to say goodbye. Our St Agnes’ Catholic 
Primary School, Matraville will be closing at the end of this 
year. After 82 proud years. St Agnes’ School will amalgamates 
with Our Lady of the Annunciation Catholic Primary School, 
Pagewood after their 60 proud years. The School will be 
renamed, Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, Matraville, 
on the Matraville site. Please note that there will be a Mass of 
Thanksgiving, Friday 18 November 10am, St Agnes’ Church, 
Matraville. Please note and pass this information to past 
students so they may be able to attend, to celebrate the past 
and look forward to the future in hope. 
 Please note that our livestream Mass is still available 
each weekend for those who are unable to attend. You may wish to visit our parish 
websites or go to Youtube and go to St Andrew’s/St Agnes’ Sunday Livestream. 
 Safe journeys to all our travelers returning for fourth term. 
God Bless,         Fr John 

Please pray for 
the Faithful Departed:  

Recently deceased:  Geoff Reid and all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, the people of 
Ukraine and Russia, and all who have died from the Covid-19 Virus. 

Deceased: Agnes Brisbane,Tomo and Pavrica Hasanovic 

Anniversary: Noel Mahon, Tomo and Pavica Hasanovic, McDonald Family, Dorothy Hall,  
Giovanni Andreatta, Jim Walshe, Moya Buckley, Jenny Moy, Yolande & Robert Aquilina, Louisa & 
Xavier Micallef and Gail Lippmann. 
 

The Sick: Billy Stitt, Roy Burton, Milton Scott, Maria Reilly, Lachlan Strawbridge, Josh Peel-Yates; 
Tina Maria, Ellie Carter and Ernie Ross. Pray for the sick, the dying, the poor and homeless in our 
parishes and those suffering from Covid. 
 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to 
deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the 
police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest 
who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report 
crimes to the police. 

Where will Fr. John be celebrating Masses next weekend? 
Saturday - 15 October 5.00 pm at St Andrew’s (Livestreamed) 

Sunday  -  16 October 10.00 am at St Agnes’  
                           . 

 

We welcome Patrick Charles Crean and Emilia Sacal Aviles into our Parish 
Community, who will receive the sacrament of Baptism this Sunday,  

9 October 2022 at St Andrew’s. 

28th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

October The Month of The Rosary 

Go Make Disciples, The Mission Plan for the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Parish Outing  to Bilpin Fruit Farm on Tuesday, 15th November 2022.  
Cost $50, includes morning tea, lunch at Penrith RSL and coach fare.  

Final payment by Sunday, 16 October.  Contact: Kathy 9311-1749 or Marie 9661-7186 

Also this Sunday at St Andrew’s Julien Eliot Lombardo will receive Jesus for the first 
time in the Eucharist. Congratulations to Julien and his parents who have brought him 

to this moment of Grace. 
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