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Christopher Monaghan CP

FIRST READING Wis 6: 12-16

A reading from the book of Wisdom.
Wisdom is found by those who look for it.
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.
By those who love her she is readily seen,
and found by those who look for her.
Quick to anticipate those who desire her,  

she makes herself known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble;
you will find her sitting at your gates.
Even to think about her is understanding fully 

grown;
be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly 

leave you.
She herself walks about looking for those  

who are worthy of her
and graciously shows herself to them as they go.
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 62: 2-8. R. v. 2

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my 
God.

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
for you my soul is thirsting. 
My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water. R.

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 
to see your strength and your glory. 
For your love is better than life, 
my lips will speak your praise. R.

3. So I will bless you all my life, 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. R.

4. On my bed I remember you. 
On you I muse through the night 
for you have been my help; 
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. R.

SECOND READING 1 Thess 4: 13-18

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to 
the Thessalonians.
Those who died as Christians, God will bring to life 
with Jesus.
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, 
about those who have died, to make sure that 
you do not grieve about them, like the other 
people who have no hope. We believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and that it will be the same 
for those who have died in Jesus: God will bring 
them with him.
 We can tell you this from the Lord’s own 
teaching, that any of us who are left alive until 
the Lord’s coming will not have any advantage 
over those who have died. At the trumpet of 
God, the voice of the archangel will call out 
the command and the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven; those who have died in 
Christ will be the first to rise, and then those 
of us who are still alive will be taken up in the 
clouds, together with them, to meet the Lord 
in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for 
ever. With such thoughts as these you should 
comfort one another.

 ■ The word of the Lord.
Shorter form, 1 Thess 4: 13-14

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 24: 42, 44. R. v. 2 

Alleluia, alleluia! / Be watchful and ready: / 
you know not when the Son of Man is 
coming. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 25: 1-13

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to meet him.

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and 
five were sensible: the foolish ones did take 
their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas 
the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as 
their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they 
all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight 
there was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out 
and meet him.” At this, all those bridesmaids 
woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the 
foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give us 
some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But 
they replied, “There may not be enough for us 
and for you; you had better go to those who 
sell it and buy some for yourselves.” They had 
gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. 
Those who were ready went in with him to the 
wedding hall and the door was closed. the other 
bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they 
said “open the door for us.” But he replied, 
“I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So 
stay awake, because you do not know either the 
day or the hour.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.

BEING ON THE ALERT

Some thirty years of Christian life and 
experience separate the first letter of Paul to the 
Thessalonians and the writing of Matthew’s 
Gospel. When Paul wrote in the late Forties 
and early Fifties there was a keen sense and 
expectation that the Lord was going to return 
at any moment. These earliest Christians 
were so convinced that this was the case that 
they were unprepared and ill-equipped to deal 
with the death of other Christians before the 
Lord’s return. It is not as though Paul himself 
had foreseen this difficulty and, as is often 
the case in his letters, we see how a concrete 
problem prompts him to further reflection. It 
is important not to press Paul’s description of 
the return of the Lord too far. This is theology 
in the making and Paul himself will continue 
to develop his thought on these matters  
(see 1 Corinthians 15).

If Paul’s Christians faced the problem 
caused by assuming the Lord would return 
soon, Matthew’s community had to confront 
another set of circumstances. The fact that 
by the early to mid-Eighties the Lord had 
not returned placed another dilemma before 
them. For Matthew, the problem was that of 
a community becoming apathetic and seeing 
its initial enthusiasm and commitment wane. 
The parable of Jesus about the bridesmaids 
who fell asleep and missed their opportunity 
was the perfect means to stress the need for 
Christians to be prepared as they waited for 
the Lord’s return.
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Greetings dear parishioners and visitors of 
our Twinned Catholic Parishes of St An-
drew’s & St Agnes’ Malabar-Matraville.  
As we have journeyed through 2023, we may 
have forgotten about Covid 19. It is still with us, 

and I suppose we live with it as a virus as we do with any virus. The doctors are 
still encouraging us to be vaccinated against the virus. I wish to talk about our 
Sign of Peace in our Masses. It has been a health issue, and you may find it still 
a health issue. Can I suggest that we now consider how we greet each other at 
the sign of peace. Can I suggest that husbands and wives converse each other 
with a kiss. If you are in any other relationship that is very close you might kiss, 
but if you find a nod or a hand shake appropriate, please communicate such a 
greeting. 
 Next Thursday there will be a Healing Mass at St Andrew’s, Malabar at 
7pm. Fr Justin Torres will preside at the Mass and will have a healing ceremony. 
All are welcome to be healed by this renowned minister of God’s love, mercy, 
forgiveness and healing. 
 Next weekend Masses we will be having our 1

st
 of our Charitable Works 

Fund (CWF) Appeal for 2023/24. Your generous giving is very welcome to help 
towards the many Charitable arms of the Archdiocese of Sydney. 100% tax de-
ductibility is given in your giving to this CWF Appeal. So please take home an 
envelope today and return it next weekend. 
 We welcome Sacred Heart School Matraville this Saturday, 11 Novem-
ber,  5.30pm for their Family Mass this term. 
 

God Bless          Fr John 

Please pray for the Faithful Departed: 
 

Recently Deceased:  Sr Margaret Mary Birgen OLN, Rita Bartolo, Bruce Skippen, Beverley 
Greene, Bob Robert Spanswick, Beris Clark, Sean Carr, all the holy souls in purgatory and 
all those who have died from the Covid-19 Virus. 
 
 

Anniversary:  Georgette Ghosn, Ruth Kelly, Mary Philomina Rani Patrick, Alelaida Soriano, Daniel 
Soriano,Rebecca Soriano, Merle Robertson, Kenneth Velu,  Robert & Yolande Aquilina 
 

The Sick: Carmel Kennedy, Barry Dalton, Sandra Russell, Bishop Peter Ingham, Ange Portelli, Ha Oi 
Lan, Mario Assini, Sam Strano, Josephie Regan, Mary Vella, Beatriz Visperas, Michael Victor,  
Marcus O’Dean, Angela Beveridge, Marie Cullen, Merley Nate Fien, John Sarniak Thomson, Heracleo 
& Mamerta Dela Torre, Santa Viselli and Ernie Ross. Pray for the sick, the dying, the poor and home-
less in our parishes, and those suffering from Covid. 
 

Prayers for: Patrick Silva and care of the World Environment. 
 

 
Where will Fr. John be celebrating Mass next weekend? 

Saturday - 18 November 2023 - 5.00pm St Andrew’s (Livestreamed) 
Sunday - 19 November 2023 - 10.00am St Agnes’ 

    Go Make Disciples, The Mission Plan for the Archdiocese of Sydney 

              

   32nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—MISSION SUNDAY 

 

 

We welcome into our Parish Community Leo Timothy O’Loughlin, Sadie Jefferson 
Ryman, Lennox Rafael Wright and Sasha Florence Wright who will receive the  
sacrament of Baptism this Sunday at St. Andrew’s Malabar.  Congratulations. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people 
to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact 
the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 
9390 5810 or safeguarding enquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your 
Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obliga-
tion to report crimes to the police. 

Fr. Justin Torres, a priest of the Oblate Apostles of the Two Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary will be celebrating Mass at St. Andrew’s Church, 

Malabar at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 16th November. 
Fr. Justin is visiting Australia from The Philippines to share his 

ministry, which emphasises the Love of Jesus and Mary for all. Mass 
will be followed by anointing for those who wish to partake in this gift 

of Healing. We all have a need of some type of healing, whether 
emotional, physical, or spiritual. 

Congratulations Stefani and Thomas Sommerville on their wedding, which took 
place  on Sunday 5th November, at Mary Immaculate Catholic Church, Waverley. 

Funeral for the late Ian Laney, Tuesday, 14 November, 11.30am at the Coast Chapel. 
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